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Identity and Institution: Lessons from history
TC "Identity and Institution\: Lessons from history
"
Introduction TC "Introduction " \l 2
A world-wide battle is raging regarding the identity of Christian educational institutions. Some universities that were founded on Christian principles, are now practically indistinguishable from their non-Christian counterparts
. They have suffered major setbacks regarding the battle for their identity. 

We need to understand this battle in historical context to fulfill our stewardship responsibilities as leaders in the academic world. Therefore we will briefly sketch the historical development of the battle over the past few millennia. Then we will look at the battle in some detail as it has been expressed over the past 150 years. Thereafter we will examine the battle about the identity of the Free University to see what we can learn from their history.

Finally we will contemplate a number of strategic considerations for the future.

Quotes from Professor Marsden:

Q:

Why, in a culture in which many academics profess to believe in God, do so few reflect on the academic implications of that belief?

S: 
It is very common ... for academics to dismiss religion as simply non-empirical and therefore worthy of no serious consideration.

S: 
It is a puzzling phenomenon that, among so many academics who are professing Christians, all but a tiny minority keep quiet about the intellectual implications of their faith.


A. The Christian Identity of an Institution of Higher EducationTC "A. The Christian Identity of an Institution of Higher Education"
What are the most important aspects of the Christian identity of an institution of higher education? 

1 CHRISTIANS: People who love our Lord Jesus Christ and His Truth TC "1 CHRISTIANS\: People who love our Lord Jesus Christ and His Truth " \l 2
  Any institution consists primarily out of people. No people means a dead institution. Any institution which dares to connect its name with the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ accepts an awesome responsibility. We become accountable before God and man for honouring our Lord in a worthy manner. Therefore: A Christian educational institution cannot exist without Christian people.

What happens if we do not love God and His Truth?

Ephesians 4: 17-25

	It begins with ...
	which leads to ....
	and to ......
	thus ending up in ...

	Hardness of heart
	ignorance
	alienated from the life  of God
	walking as the rest of the nations walk

	
	
	vanity of mind
	

	
	
	darkened understanding
	

	Note: Losing the Christian identity has a personal spiritual root
	Not knowing the treasures of wisdom and knowledge which are in Christ
	Acceptance of the traditions of men and the first principles of the thinking of this world
	Losing our identity as  Christian institutions and becoming just like those of the world


2
A CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY: having Agape in Interpersonal Relationships TC "2
A CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY\: having Agape in Interpersonal Relationships " \l 2
Who are to form such a Christian agape-community?

Christian leaders are to guide the institution towards the future God intends for it.

Christian teachers are to study, apply and teach God’s truth.

Christian students are to study and apply God’s truth.

Christian staff who provide supportive services.

Christian supporters are to support the institution and its people in every way God leads them.

Without these five groups of people a Christian institution cannot continue to exist.

GOD
Leaders

Teachers                                                           Students

Support staff                                                          Supporters

What happens if we do not have agape in our relationships? 1 Corinthians 13: 1-2

	Without agape  
	we are sounding brass, clanging cymbals

	
	we are nothing

	
	we are profited nothing


3
CHRISTIAN VISION, MISSION AND VALUES: river-bed for flow of action of the Christian community TC "3
CHRISTIAN VISION, MISSION AND VALUES\: river-bed for flow of action of the Christian community " \l 2

Vision Statement: TC "Vision Statement\: " \l 4

Provides a brief answer to the question: What kind of institution do we believe the Lord wants us to be and what does He want to achieve through us? The Doctrinal Basis is vital in this area.

Mission Statement: TC "Mission Statement\: " \l 4

Provides brief answers to the following questions:

-
Why do we exist? TC "-
Why do we exist? " \l 5

-
How do we accomplish things / work? TC "-
How do we accomplish things / work? " \l 5

-
Who are our target groups? What services to we believe we should render to our target groups? TC "-
Who are our target groups? What services to we believe we should render to our target groups? " \l 5

-
Who are our supporters? And what influence should they have on us? TC "-
Who are our supporters? And what influence should they have on us? " \l 5

Values: TC "Values\: " \l 4

What Biblical values are to guide the behaviour and attitudes of all parties in our institution?

4
CHRISTIAN THINKING: forming a Christian Academic Community TC "4
CHRISTIAN THINKING\: forming a Christian Academic Community " \l 2

Recognize that all thinking is pre-suppositional.  Therefore, science cannot be neutral. The facts do not speak for themselves, they are spoken about on the basis of pre-suppositions.


Recognize that God is Alpha and Omega. He is sovereign over all of life and His kingdom is spiritual. Therefore: everything other than God is relative; nothing can be understood ultimately except in relation to God; we cannot establish heaven on earth.


Recognize that man is depraved and therefore needs God his Creator and Sustainer to also be his Redeemer and Saviour.


Recognize that all truth is God’s truth


Know what you believe and why (lovers of truth who live out a biblical Christian world view)


Know what you do not believe and why not (know all other world views adequately and fairly)


Reinterpret every area of life diligently on the basis of Biblical presuppositions and the Biblical world view (not conformed to the world, but renewed in our thinking)


Honour our Lord Jesus Christ (submission to the Truth in Person)


Practice rigorous self-criticism (honesty)


Engage in vigorous interaction with academic environment (salt and light)


Remain open to correction from inside / outside own circles (humility)


Definite integration of theory and practice

If we do not follow Christian thinking:

	We become vulnerable to the following temptations
	-
retreat from the academic discussion (Christianity becomes ‘churchianity’; politics / arts abandoned)

	
	-
hatred of those who are not biblical Christians (hating both communism and communists)

	
	-
anti-academic attitudes / biblicism (the Bible, and nothing but the Bible, all else is unacceptable)

	We are increasingly influenced by non-Christian thinking
	Idolization (see illustration A) 

	
	fragmentation of truth (see illustrations B and C)

	
	faith versus reason/science dichotomy; methodic atheism

	
	secular-sacred split

	
	ignoring truth

	
	holding truth down / suppressing truth / withholding truth

	
	gap between theory and practice
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Faith in pragmatic decision making processes
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Faith in evil spiritual beings/forces


Occultism/Satanism

With the heart religiously orientated away from God, man will inescapably idolize (absolutize) whatever he chooses to believe in. If those beliefs are thought about in a theoretical/scientific way, a specific philosophy will arise.

Illustration B
University  ====>  Biversity  ====>  Multiversity  ====>  Fragmentiversity ====> End-of-versity

Illustration C
Knowledge becomes like a pie with slices separated from one another. University faculties have little or nothing to do with one another. 

5. CHRISTIAN SCIENTIFIC ENDEAVOUR TC "5. CHRISTIAN SCIENTIFIC ENDEAVOUR " \l 2
Responsible stewardship requires excellent scientific endeavour.

- Christian philosophy

- Christian philosophy of science

- Christian subject area philosophy

- Christian scholarship

- Christian research

- Meeting the needs of my neighbour in an enabling and God-honouring way


B. Historical flow of identity battle over the past 2 millennia.TC "B. Historical flow of identity battle over the past 2 millennia."
This battle has a spiritual root. The spiritual root is the battle between the wisdom of God and the wisdom of man. In the academic world, the wisdom of God is most adequately expressed in the reformational/evangelical world and life view. The wisdom of man is expressed in the Greek philosophical world and life view and its various offspring throughout the course of history.

 TC " " \l 2
TRADITIONS BEGINNING WITH MAN  
TRADITIONS BEGINNING WITH GOD
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C. The battle during the past 150 yearsTC "C. The battle during the past 150 years"
The dominant intellectual flow of the past 150 years emerged out of Romanticism / Transcendentalism (Deism and pantheism).  If we presuppose that man is God or part of God, then there should be progress, if not perfection.  But that certainly did not happen, man showed no real progress nor perfection, but rather produced the revolution of 1848 in Europe and the Civil War in America.  In the light of those realities many leading intellectuals concluded the problem was the very idea of God and moved in their thinking from deism and pantheism to atheism.  

The basic theological dynamic is that whenever God is not given His rightful place, man idolizes part of God’s creation. This lead to the idolization of many -isms in the past 150 years. 

The argumentation went thus:

If there is no God, the supernatural is mythological.  

If there is no supernatural the only possibility is the natural and when this is absolutized, it brings us to naturalism.  

If there is no God, Who is spiritual, then all we have is materialism.  

If there is no God, Who is eternal, only the temporal remains - which leads to historicism.  

Without God, Who is personal, there can be no personal, but only the social which brings us to socialism.  

If there is no God, Who is absolute, the only possibility is the relative, relativism.  

If there is no God, Who is in sovereign control over His creation, the approach to life will become that of PROCESS PHILOSOPHY.  

The resultant mix of thinking still dominates the modern academic world: Naturalism, materialism, historicism, socialism, relativism. Process philosophy incorporated this mix of thinking, but the process philosophers did not agree about which process component was the determinative one.  For Darwin it was the biological component, for Marx the economic component, for Dewey the volitional component, and for Freud the psychic component.

Process philosophy still comes to us today if four main systems of thinking:

-
Marxism: economic corporate man in control of the processes of history

-
Evolutionism: biological man the product of the process of continual progressive development

-
Pragmatism: empirical man in the process of building a better world through the use of what works

-
Jungianism: psychological man the product of inner processes

Process philosophy in various ways has been infiltrating the thinking at Christian educational institutions, almost always with the same consequences:

-
the wisdom of God is replaced by the wisdom of man

-
various intellectual idols are imported and honoured

-
the deep love and respect for God disappears

-
the humble submission to the authoritative Word of God disappears

-
the discrepancy increases between the original Christian vision and the actual everyday situation


D. The ‘Vrije Universiteit’: a case studyTC "D. The ‘Vrije Universiteit’\: a case study"
The Vrije Universiteit (VU) in Amsterdam, Netherlands, was founded in 1880 by people who said: ‘We want to be followers of Jesus Christ. And we also want education for our children in the footsteps of our Saviour. And that Christian education has to be fed by scientific endeavour along the same lines.’
 The two most prominent early leaders were Hoedemaker and Kuyper. The VU was born as a reaction against certain undesirables in society and as an instrument for a number of desirables in society.

	Motives for the grounding of the Vrije Universiteit

	They were for:
	And against:

	Freedom from interference from state and denominational church

Higher education on reformed basis

Unity in thinking and knowing, so that science can have its rightful place in God’s world
	Rationalism

Idolization of science (scientism)

Separation of faith from science

Secularization

Fragmentation of culture


Their overriding motivation was ‘...nothing less than a total turn-around of the nation in her political, social and church existence, so that every tongue will confess the word of God as law of life’.

For the first 75 years, the VU remained basically true to its original vision.
 Since the 1960's a gradual shift has been taking place, away from the fundamental beliefs of its grounding fathers.

The reason for this shift is that the wisdom of God has been increasingly replaced by the wisdom of man. Put in philosophical terms: the influence of process philosophy with its four main expressions has increased incrementally.

Indicators of the shift that has been taking place:


Christian leaders: The first leaders were men of God, who lived out the Gospel they believed in. They had their shortcomings, but that does not take away the fact that the Bible was the final authority over all of life for them. Here are some remarks in public made by top leaders of the VU over the past 27 years:


- 1980:
Verheul: Christian science as was envisaged earlier at the VU is no longer what the VU stands for.


- 1989:
Timmer: Those who say the VU has moved away from its original vision are painting the picture too black-white. Sure, there is a secularizing tendency. But you also have to look at all the good things that are being done here. We have a good mission statement. We are busy with a searching process in relation to our identity. Lots of dialog is taking place about it. We have special courses about our identity. We are multi-coloured in our thinking. Christian faith has many facets but one core.


- 1990:
Datema: Dialogue in own circle is important. Non-Christians on staff can make valuable contributions. Critics do not consider the everyday reality of the academic world. Vast majority of our staff want to stand in the Christian tradition. We have an Institute for Ethics, the motives of the staff are sincere. We have not deviated from the line that was present at the beginning.


- 1991:
Official policy document: Among the leaders there is general consensus that faith and science are very different but equal ways of knowing that stand next to one another, each with its own reach, without hierarchy.


- 1992:
Brinkman: University leaders cannot appeal to the Bible any more. The mission statement of the VU is a metaphor, and awkward at that. What we can ask of our teachers is Christian commitment. Each is free to full his/her commitment in in the way that they think, as long as it does not clash too much with the general consensus among the colleagues.


- 1994:
Boecker: Many VU lecturers are cultural Christians who still subscribe to Christian values and norms but they have left behind them the faith and church-going. He said this in a way that made clear that he has no problem with this at all.


Christian teachers: During the first 50 to 75 years, almost 100% of the teachers subscribed to the reformed doctrinal basis of the VU.  Today, less than 20% of the teaching staff claim to consciously subscribe to the Christian faith. A larger percentage claim to be positive towards Christian values and norms, but they have left the faith and churchgoing behind them.


Christian students: During the first 50 to 75 years, almost 100% of the students claimed to be associated with a reformed church. In 1960, 68% were reformed. By 1976 this went down to 28%. Today less than 20% of the students claim to have any relationship with any church (Protestant or Catholic). In 1960, 5% of the students stated that they had no religious affiliation. By 1976 this had increased to 32%. The percentage today is kept secret by the VU authorities.


Christian supporters: The VU was 100% dependent on the financial and prayer backing of it supporter group which was spread throughout the Netherlands. Regular prayer and fund-raising meetings characterized the first decades of the VU history. The ties between supporters and the VU was strong. So strong, that the 25 year celebration consisted of a special ceremony for supporters and VU people together. The ties became progressively looser. Now the relationship is weak, to put it mildly.


Christian Community: Now, the various faculties have little to nothing to do with one another.


Christian vision, mission and values: The original VU mission statement was revised in 1971. It became generally Christian and less strict than it used to be. What was lost? The emphasis on the final authority of the Bible as well as the reformed approach to interpreting the Bible. Cultural Christianity still has a relatively strong influence, more so in the faculties of theology and philosophy. In the ‘natural’ sciences, this is much less the case. During recent deliberations, the psychology department could not see how its functioning still related to the VU mission statement. 


Christian thinking: Methodic atheism, scientism / positivistic scientific ideals and the secular-sacred split has become part of the everyday general consensus of how the VU should function.


Christian scientific endeavour: What remains of it, is that there are a number of humanitarian projects.


E. Strategic considerations for the futureTC "E. Strategic considerations for the future"
1
Academic leaders and teachers have a key role as accountable stewards in God’s kingdom

2
We need Christian leaders

3
We need Christian teachers and other staff

4
We need Christian students and supporters

5
We need to form an agape-community with one another

6
We need Christian Vision- and Mission statements and values

7
We need to think Christianly

8
We need to engage in Christian scientific endeavour

Therefore we need to consider the following action steps: TC "Therefore we need to consider the following action steps\: " \l 2

Repentance and renewal in our devotional life


Make plans to improve agape ministry to one another and students in the Name of God


Make plans to increase the percentage of Christian leaders, teachers, staff, students and supporters (no witch-hunting)


Evaluate and improve our Vision- and Mission Statements where necessary


Together we need to make a deep commitment to engage in Christian thinking, learning, application and teaching and as part of that to take a radical anti-thetical stand against all (intellectual) idols. God wants to use us to tackle the intellectual Goliaths and to resist the temptations of the academic Delilah’s. We will have to re-think and restate our beliefs about each subject area taught at our institutions.


* form faculty working groups for this


* teach staff to think Christianly through special courses


* all students to follow special courses in Christian thinking 


Keep on improving the quality of everything we do to the glory of God. As part of this, establish faith-informed curriculum which includes the teacher as part of the curriculum


Engage in scientific endeavours with a new élan as those who are not ashamed of the message of the Cross


* make sure that faith, theory and practice are integrated in all research


* development work


* counselling services to community


* help academics and students find jobs


* help build up our countries


We need to be salt and light under a Sovereign God and challenge one another and our students to develop both diffusion- and model ministries under His guidance.


Form strategic networks with other like-minded institutions and academics
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Drawn up by Prof Glenn Martin. The twelve basic books are marked with an asterisk(*).

* Augustine, Aurelius.  The City of God.  Hutchins, Robert Maynard, ed. in chief.  Great Books of the Western World.  Vol. 18: Augustine, pp. 127‑618.  Chicago:  Encyclopaedia Britannica, Inc., 1952.

___________.  On Christian Doctrine.  Hutchins, Robert Maynard, ed. in chief.  Great Books of the Western World.  Vol. 18: Augustine, pp. 619‑698.  Chicago:  Encyclopaedia Britannica, Inc., 1952.

Barcus, Nancy.  Developing a Christian Mind.  Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1977.

* Burke, Edmund.  Reflections on the Revolution in France.  Chicago: Henry Regnery Company, 1955.

Blamires, Harry.  The Christian Mind:  How Should A Christian Think?  Ann Arbor: Servant Books, 1963.

Brown, Colin.  Christianity & Western Thought: A History of Philosophers, Ideas & Movements, Vol. 1: From the Ancient World to the Age of Enlightenment.  Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1990.

Byrne, H. W.  A Christian Approach to Education.  Milford: Mott Media, 1977.

Cairns, Earle E.  A Blueprint for Christian Higher Education. Wheaton: Wheaton College, 1953.

* Calvin, John.  Institutes of the Christian Religion.  John T. McNeill, ed.  Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1960.

* Chambers, Whitaker. Witness. Regnery‑Gateway, Inc.  c 1952. 

Chapman, Colin.  Christianity on Trial. (3 vol..)  Great Britain: Lion Publishing, 1972.

Clark, Gordon A.  A Christian Philosophy of Education.  Grand Rapids: W. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 1946.

* ___________.  A Christian View of Men and Things.  Grand Rapids: W. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 1952.

Dooyeweerd, Herman.  In the Twilight of Western Thought: Studies in the Pretended Autonomy of Philosophical Thought.  Philadelphia: Presbyterian and Reformed Publishing Company, 1960.

* ___________.  Roots of Western Culture: Pagan, Secular, and Christian Options.  Toronto: Wedge Publishing Foundation, 1979.

Frame, John M.  The Doctrine of the Knowledge of God: A Theology of Lordship.  Phillipsburg: P & R Publishing Company, 1992.

__________. Perspectives on the Word of God: An Introduction to Christian Ethics. Presbyterian and Reformed Publishing Company, Phillipsburg, New Jersey 1990.

Gaebelein, Frank E.  The Pattern of God's Truth: Problems of Integration in Christian Education.  Chicago: Moody Press, 1954.

Geisler, Norman L. and William Watkins.  Worlds Apart: A Handbook on World views, 2nd ed.  Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1988.

* Groen Van Prinsterer, Guillame.  Lectures on Unbelief and Revolution; Van Dyke, Harry, ed.  Groen Van Prinsterer's Lectures on Unbelief and Revolution.  Ontario: Wedge Publishing Foundation, 1989.

Henry, Carl F. H.  The Christian Mind Set in a Secular Society: Promoting Evangelical Renewal and National Righteousness.  Portland: Multnomah Pub., 1984.

Hoffecker, W. Andrew, and Gary Scott Smith, eds.  Building a Christian World View, 2 vol..  Phillipsburg: P & R Publishing Company, 1991.

Holmes, Arthur F.  Contours of a World view.  Grand Rapids:  Wm. B. Eerdman's Pub. Co., 1983.

___________.  The Idea of a Christian College.  Grand Rapids:  Wm. B. Eerdman's Pub. Co., 1975.

Jordan, James B.  Through New Eyes: Developing a Biblical View of the World.  Brentwood: Wolgemuth & Hyatt, Pubs., Inc., 1988.

* Kuyper, Abraham.  Christianity as a Life System: The Witness of a World View.  Memphis: Christian Studies Centre, 1980.  (Also republished as Lectures on Calvinism by Wm. B. Eerdman's Publishing Company, 1987.)

LaHaye, Tim.  The Battle for the Mind.  Old Tappan: Fleming H. Revell Co., Pub., 1980.

Langley, McKendree R.  The Practice of Political Spirituality: Episodes from the Public Career of Abraham Kuyper, 1887‑1918.  Ontario: Paideia Press, 1984.

* Lewis, C.S.  Mere Christianity.  New York: Macmillan Publishing Co., Inc., 1977.

Machen, J. Gresham.  The Christian View of Man.  London: The Banner of Truth Trust, 1965.

Moberly, Walter.  The Crisis in the University.  London: S.C.M. Press, 1949.

Morris, Henry M.  The Long War Against God: The History & Impact of the Creation/Evolution Conflict.  Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1989.

Nickel, James.  Mathematics: Is God Silent.  Vallecito: Ross House Publishers, 1990.

Nash, Ronald H.  The Word of God and the Mind of Man.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1982.

Newman, John Henry.  The Idea of a University.  New York: Holt, Rinehart & Winston, 1960.

Noebel, David.  Understanding Today's World views: Biblical Christian, Marxist‑Leninist, and Secular Humanist World views.  Colorado Springs: Summit Press, 1991.

Peacocke, Dennis.  Winning the Battle for the Minds of Men.  Santa Rosa: Alive & Free, 1987.

Ramm, Bernard R.  The Christian College in the Twentieth Century. Grand Rapids:  Wm. B. Eerdman's Pub. Co., 1963.

Rookmaaker, HR  Modern Art and the Death of a Culture.  Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1970.

Runner, H. Evan.   The Relation of the Bible to Learning.  Toronto, Ontario: Wedge Publishing Foundation, 1970.

Schaeffer, Francis A.  A Christian Manifesto.  Westchester: Good News, 1981.

* ___________.  Escape From Reason.  Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1968.

___________.  The God Who Is There.  Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1968.

___________.  He Is There and He Is Not Silent.  Wheaton: Tyndale House Publishers, 1972.

* ___________.  How Should We Then Live?.  Westchester: Good News, 1976.

___________.  The Complete Works of Francis A. Schaeffer: A Christian World View, 5 vol.:
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� Since this is a concise contribution, I have avoided extensive documentation of the resources consulted. They are listed in the addenda ‘Sources’ and ‘Bibliographical Suggestions for Developing A Biblical Christian World View and Biblical Christian Education’.


� Marsden, The Soul of the American University.


� Marsden, p 4, The Outrageous Idea of Christian Scholarship


� Marsden, p 5, The Outrageous Idea of Christian Scholarship.


� Marsden, p 6, The Outrageous Idea of Christian Scholarship.


� Bos, AP; p 18, Vrij van kerk, staat, .... en verleden?


� Rullmann, p. 225


� Van Deursen, pp 25-43, in ‘vinden en zoeken: het bijzondere van de vrije universiteit’.


� This shift is well-documented in ‘vinden en zoeken: het bijzondere van de vrije universiteit’. Prof HM Kuitert presented an extremely influential paper in 1968, entitled: ‘Het christelijke in de Vrije Universiteit’. In this paper he propagates methodic atheism, a view that claims that the Christian can involve himself in science ‘as if God does not exist’. He also stated that one needs to get used to the idea that ‘the practice of science at the Free University does not differ from that at other universities’.


� Boecker, 1994. He spoke as Rector Magnificus of the VU.





