tc \l2 "Hook:Beware of deception in the last days

1. Genuine work of the Holy Spirit among people of many different cultures, denominations, missions, organizations, movements and groupings. 

2. Dangerous imitations of the work of the Holy Spirit.

We believe that HCF can be used of the Lord to help stem the tide of deception and to advance His truth because of our interdenominational position.  May the Lord stimulate you to be as one of the Berean Christians who searched the Word of God daily to see whether what was taught was indeed reliable, Acts17: 11.  

What does the Bible say?
tc \l2 "BookLISTNUM ParaNumbers1 \l 1
ALL UNREGENERATE PEOPLE ARE DECEIVED.

Titus 3:3; 2 Timothy 3:13; Revelation 12: 9; Romans 1: 29.

2. CHRISTIANS CAN ALSO BE DECEIVED.

Matthew 24:4-5; James 1:16; 1 Timothy 2:14; 2 Corinthians 11:3; 1 John 3:7.

3. CHRISTIANS MUST NOT USE DECEPTION

2 Corinthians 4:2.

4. HOW IS ONE DECEIVED?

4. By Satan:  2 Corinthians 11:3; 2 Corinthians 4:4; Revelation 12:9.

4. Through smooth talk and flattery/empty words:  Romans 16:17-18;  Ephesians 5:4-6.

4. Through winds of (false) teaching, cunning and craftiness:  Ephesians 4:14.

4. By the lawless one - signs, wonders, miracles, evil: 2 Thessalonians 2:9-10.

4. Through hollow and deceptive philosophy: Colossians 2:8

4. Through false prophets:  Revelation 2:20; 2 Corinthians 11:13-20.

4. By our own fleshly desires:  Ephesians 4:22.

4. Through our own heart:  Jeremiah 17:9; Isaiah 44:20.

4. Through riches and wealth:  Matthew 13:22.

4. Through sin:  Hebrews 3:13; Romans 7:11.

4. Through lack of knowledge of the Word and the power of God:  Matthew 22:29.

4. Through demon-propagated doctrines:  1 Timothy 4:1-3.

5. WHO IS IN DANGER OF DECEPTION?

5. Those who hear the Word of God, but do not apply it to their lives:  James 1:22.

5. Those who say they have no sin:  1 John 1:8.

5. Those who think too much of themselves:  Galatians 6:3

5. Those who think they are wise:  1 Corinthians 3:18.

5. Those who plot evil against others:  Proverbs 12:20.

5. "Religious" people with unbridled tongues:  James 1:26.

5. Those who think they will not reap what they have sown:  Galatians 6:7-9.

5. Those who think the unrighteous will inherit the kingdom of God:  1 Corinthians 6:9.

5. Those who think that regular association with bad company will not have a corrupting effect on them:  1 Corinthians 15:33.

5. Those who say Jesus Christ did not come in the flesh: 2 John 7.
6. COMMON END-TIME DECEPTIONS

6. Some will claim to be the Christ, others will say He has already come for the second time; yet others will try to predict the date of the Second Coming:  Matthew 24:5;  2 Thessalonians 2:1-3.

6. There will be false prophets and false messages from the spiritual world:  Matthew 24:11.

6. False prophets will perform signs and wonders: Matthew 24:24.

6. False doctrines will be taught: 1 Timothy 4:1-3.

The above study has mainly been derived from a word study of the following Greek words in the New Testament: planao, apatao, paralogidzomenoi, exapatatao, phrenapata, dolos and a few other words related to dolos. 

Deception in our time
tc \l2 "Look:After the brief study about deception, we now want to draw your attention to the most wide-spread deception of our times: THE CHARISMAGIC INFILTRATION OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH WORLDWIDE. Note: charismagic is not a synonym for Charismatic or Pentecostal, it most certainly is not. I have encountered charismagic influences in many different groups, organizations and denominational groupings. 
By charismagic we mean all human (fleshly) and evil spiritual efforts to imitate the genuine work and gifts of the Holy Spirit, who was sent to glorify Jesus Christ and to guide us into all truth.  The term charismagic covers all activities of those who seek to interpret and/or influence reality through spiritual means.  It is an approach to the spiritual life that does not originate from the God of the Bible and that are not compatible with the Holy Spirit.

We talk of the charismagic infiltration because it is not promoted by only one group or individual, but it is a set of teachings and practices that are gradually penetrating the Body of Christ world-wide in diverse ways.

The basic motif of the charismagic infiltration could described as shamanism with a "Christian" coating over it.  Shamanism is a primitive religion of North East Asia, of some of the American Indian tribes and of Europe holding that gods, demons, ancestral spirits, etc. work for either the good or the ill of mankind through the sole medium of its priests/initiates.  These initiated persons have power over the spiritual realm and can influence the spiritual realm through their intervention.  In their world-view, the world could be classified thus:


 Spirit beings and the invisible world


 Shaman, the initiated one who influences the spirit world on behalf of others


 Man and the visible world


Here is a practical, provisional categorization of the many faces of the charismagic infiltration:

1.  Attempts to interpret and/or predict future situations through spiritual means:  Clairvoyance/divination is called prophecy.  Some even misuse this "gift" to manipulate others and direct their private lives.   False prophecies are "explained" by:  "It was just a learning experience."  Clairvoyance/divination is forbidden, Deuteronomy 18:10-12.  Inaccurate "prophecies" come from false prophets, Deuteronomy 18:20-22.  Beware of those lightly saying: "Thus saith the Lord ....." and then speaking from their own imaginations,  Ezekiel 13:1-23.

2.  Attempts to influence reality through spiritual means (= magic):

2.1 Sensationalist and dishonest "healing" campaigns

Healing taught in terms of mind over matter, or talking about faith as a spiritual force that you can control/learn to control to make yourself and/or others healthy.

2.2 Positive thinking / proclaiming prosperity by "Faith"  

Faith seen as a magical creative force that you can use as you think fit to promote your own prosperity "because God promises prosperity to His own." 

3. Establishing undiscerning communication with the evil spiritual realm and/or creating circumstances that greatly facilitate such communication:

3.1 Visualization:  Persons told to picture Jesus talking to them in a beautiful green garden.  By using this type of visualization, shamans "meet" with their spirit guides (evil spirits) and teach others to do the same.  Stay far away from those who propagate such shamanistic "counseling" techniques - used in some types of "inner healing".

3.2 Laying on of contaminated hands:  A person demonized by a religious spirit joins Christians in the laying on of hands on a person who earnestly is seeking God's best for his/her life.  Thus the person being prayed for is brought under occult influence.

3.3 Slain in the "Spirit": Through mass manipulation people are brought to a place where they loose control over their thoughts, fall over backwards, become passive in their wills and receive great "peace", which they undiscriminatingly assume must be from God because they sense it is supernatural and it feels so good.

3.4 Speaking in tongues from human (fleshly) or evil origin:  The danger of this occurring is especially great in situations where people are pressurized by others to start speaking or singing in tongues.

3.5 Hearing and obeying a voice that initially pretends to be the conscience, or even the Holy Spirit:  For example, when people are taught to pay more attention to voices they hear in their minds than to what God has to say to us through the Bible.

4. Techniques that promote mental and volitional passivity:

4.1 Meditative prayer using yoga techniques:  Admiration for eastern spirituality is propagated together with an offhand use of their meditative techniques.

4.2 Counseling approaches where the counselor becomes the shaman who is the exclusive intermediary between the counselee and the spiritual world.  This makes and keeps the counselee dependent on the counselor. Use of visualisation techniques and / or magnetism.

4.3 Unhealthy leadership styles:  The leader makes all the decisions for the followers, especially in spiritual matters.  The pastor/minister becomes the shaman that hears from the spiritual world what the followers are to do.

DECEPTIVE TRANSFORMATION PROCESS

Phase 1:
OPENNESS / INQUISITIVENESS

tc \l3 "Phase 1:
OPENNESS / INQUISITIVENESSWillingness to let go of present views / convictions and to accept the teachings of charismagic speakers / counselors
Considering to go to a charismatic counselor / find out about charismagic activities

Phase 2:
EXPLORATION

tc \l3 "Phase 2:
EXPLORATIONStudying charismagic books, videos, tapes
Going to charismagic meetings
Placing oneself under the influence of 'teachers' in charismagic circles

Rejecting views that do not fit in with the teaching

Patient of alternative/charismagic healers/counselors

Phase 3:
INTERNALIZATION

tc \l3 "Phase 3:
INTERNALIZATIONLoosening oneself from the external 'teacher'

Focusing on obedience to the inner 'teacher' / voice(s)

Going through some form of initiation

Meditation / consciousness-enlarging techniques 'Opening' of eyes / hands = beginning own charismagic ministry

Phase 4:
ACTUALIZATION

tc \l3 "Phase 4:
ACTUALIZATIONCompletion of the change in world view 

Life aimed at implementing new magical world view 

Active propagation of the same

Established (occult) charismagic ministry

tc \l2 "TookHOW CAN WE DEAL WITH DECEPTION? 

 1.  By thoroughly acquainting ourselves with the truth of the Word of God.  Diligent Bible study during our Quiet Time and in Bible Study groups is essential.  Attending a reliable local church and being open to correction from those who are better-versed in the Scriptures than us is also vital.

2.  By whole-heartedly giving ourselves to the extension of the kingdom of God in the hearts of people through prayer, evangelism and discipleship training where-ever He places us.

3.  Through receiving discernment from the Lord and by practicing the use of the gift of discernment.  Discernment should not be mistaken for judgmentalism or prejudice.  Neither should we use the concept of discernment to cover up our own judgmentalism or prejudices.

4.  Serving other Christians by exposing evil and countering it with truth from the Word of God.

DELIVERANCE IS POSSIBLE!

tc \l3 "DELIVERANCE IS POSSIBLE!-
Acknowledge deception/bondage, e.g. Isaiah 6:5

-
Repentance, e.g. Psalm 51

-
Cleansing with Jesus( blood, 1 John 1:7; Revelation 12:11

-
Put off old and put on new, Colossians 3:5-17.

-
Counseling for deliverance

-
Renounce / get rid of, Acts 19:19

-
Resist the enemy, James 4:7

-
Surrender under Jesus Christ, Romans 12:1

-
Public confession of faith, Romans 10:9, 10

-
Keep renewing mind; maintain growth in Christ, Romans 12:2; Ephesians 4:23

For further reading, we recommend:
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