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Scripture text: Hosea 2:14 – 15 

"Therefore I am now going to allure her; I will lead her into the desert and speak tenderly to her. v15 There I will give her back her vineyards, and will make the Valley of Achor a door of hope. There she will sing as in the days of her youth, as in the day she came up out of Egypt”.

What good are desert places? What good are wildernesses? For those of us who live in hot Singapore, we’d rather not as deserts & wilderness are even hotter places. And worse than that, the desert is not just hot, but dry & has  no water. At least in Singapore, it is hot and WET. But hot and dry places? No thank you! 

Yet God brings us to such places in our lives, metaphorically speaking for important reasons. Allow me to share three things from the text this afternoon. 

Firstly, the wilderness is not meant to be a permanent place. It is for passing through, a temporary place. By the way, if you have the NIV version of the Bible, the word there is desert. Actually the word wilderness is better than the word desert. How many of you have been to Israel? They don’t really have desert places, it’s more a wilderness. What’s the difference between a desert and a wilderness? Well, a desert is mostly sand. A wilderness has sand plus plenty of rocks. The Hebrew word here is “Midbar”, which is really more akin to wilderness. Rock, hills, valleys and sand. 

Interestingly, here God specifically says that He leads his people into the wilderness. Hosea 2:14 says: "Therefore I am now going to allure her; I will lead her into the desert”.  When God brought Israel out of Egypt, He did not lead her straight into the Promise land. Instead, she passed through the Sinai Peninsula, a wilderness place. This is the allusion here. But it was NOT meant to be a permanent place, but a temporary place. We see this in another place in the Scriptures. Did you realize that Moses was a Psalmist also? He wrote at least one Psalm. And that’s Psalm 90. Listen to what the first verse says: 

NIV Psalm 90:1 

Lord, you have been our dwelling place throughout all generations.

Wandering through the desert those years, Moses recognized and understood that the wilderness was not to be their final dwelling place. It was a temporary place. God was their dwelling place. Some of you feel as if you are in a wilderness now. It is a dry place. It is a dark place. And in the darkness you wonder if God cares? If God knows? The text from Hosea reminds us that sometimes, it is God who actually leads us into the wilderness. BUT it is not to be a permanent place, but a temporary place. Are you going through a wilderness experience. Don’t give up. You are meant to pass through it. Not dwell forever in it. 

Secondly, it is meant to be a testing place. Why does God lead us into the wilderness? Because it’s easy to be a Christian in good times. Praise God, Hallelujah and what have you, are all easily said when things are going well. But what is the basis of our faith? Is God our God only when times are good? I marry many couples a year. That’s part of my role as a pastor. When I see couples exchange their vows with each other, it’s easy. Because they are just getting married. But let the period of honeymoon pass and we often see the harder side of living together. That’s when for better for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health is tested. Friends, all true relationships must tested. A man can say he loves his bride but it’s when the rubber meets the road, when tested, then, and then alone, will we see if he truly means what he says. Untested loyalty is not loyalty at all. 

What does God do in the testing? To wean us from idols in our lives. Look at Hosea 2:16-17. It reads: 

Hosea 2:16 – 17 

"In that day," declares the LORD, "you will call me 'my husband'; you will no longer call me 'my master.' v 17 I will remove the names of the Baals from her lips; no longer will their names be invoked”.

The “Baals” represent the false Gods and idols in our lives. Things we depend upon other than God. God brings His children into the wilderness to reveal the “idols” in our lives. To discover we really do not love God as much as we do. We complain, we kick and shout, we get angry! Then we discover our true loyalties. It is to God or to ourselves. For the Israelites, they discovered that their stomachs and thirst took precedence over God and they complained. For us, it is a reminder that we may not really love the Lord our God with all our hearts and with all our souls and with all our might. This leads us to the third reason for the wilderness. 

Wilderness is to be a temporary place, a testing place and also a transforming place. Look at verse 15. 

Hosea 2:15 

15 There I will give her back her vineyards, and will make the Valley of Achor a door of hope. There she will sing as in the days of her youth, as in the day she came up out of Egypt.

The third reason for the wilderness is that it can be a place of transformation. The picture God gives is a miracle. You don’t find vineyards in wasteland. Abundant blessing in the midst of dry thirsty place! It’s a miracle. That’s what God wants to do in our lives. In the wilderness, to turn things around, a mighty miraculous transformation! As if this is not clear enough, God gives another word to confirm that transformation – He says He will turn the Valley of Achor into a door of hope. What is the Valley of Achor? Turn with me to Josh 7:24 – 26: 

Joshua 7:24 – 26 

Then Joshua, together with all Israel, took Achan son of Zerah, the silver, the robe, the gold wedge, his sons and daughters, his cattle, donkeys and sheep, his tent and all that he had, to the Valley of Achor. 25 Joshua said, "Why have you brought this trouble on us? The LORD will bring trouble on you today." Then all Israel stoned him, and after they had stoned the rest, they burned them. 26 Over Achan they heaped up a large pile of rocks, which remains to this day. Then the LORD turned from his fierce anger. Therefore that place has been called the Valley of Achor ever since.

Achor was the place where Achan was dealt with. Achan sinned by taking things from Jericho which God said, you must not take anything from Jericho. As a result, Israelites were killed and defeated at Ai. God finally identified the guilty party and Achan was killed along with his family at Achor. Forever since then, Achor, came to be known as ‘trouble’. God says here, He can turn our troubles, our wilderness experiences, our darkness and transform them, and give us hope! How does that happen. It happens when we learn that we are not what we are, that we are weak, unfaithful and needy. The wilderness strips us of our self sufficiency and reveals us for who we are, naked, in need of God. You see friends, it is in our weakest moments, that we recognize our need for God. Listen to what Paul says in 2 Cor 12:9

2 Corinthians 12:9

But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness. Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me”.

Transformation is possible when we recognize who we are – in need of God! This day God invites His children into the wilderness, not to destroy them but to speak kindly to them, to us. It is a temporary place, it will pass. It is a testing place – to reveal our loyalties. Mostly, it is a transforming place, when we learn to trust God fully. 

Last year I had the privilege to go to Israel with the whole family. One of the wonderful things we did was to spend a night in the wilderness. We did so in a Bedouin tent. It was large tent that accommodated 47 of us, adults and children and we had Bedouin dance and worship and then to see the night sky, with no lights abovt us for miles and miles. It  was glorious. That night before I slept, I heard the Spirit prompt me to get up early the next morning to take a walk in the wilderness. I told my wife Tina, tomorrow morning when you wake up and don’t see me, don’t worry, I’ve just gone for a walk. Surprisingly, my eldest boy, John, was within ear shot and told me to walk him up also. I was surprised, because he usually likes to sleep. So I told him, if you can wake up, then you get to come along, otherwise, I won’t wake you up. The next morning, about 5 am, I got up and dressed and I heard John say, ‘are you going’? Surprised, he was up, we went for a nice long walk away from the camp. It was dark and we had our torches. It was a slow walk and after some distance, we looked up, around us, nothing, just the wilderness and silence. It was good to be with John. He’s a teen and we really have not done much together as father and son, with our busy schedules. I looked up and said: ‘Well, Lord, here I am. What would you want to say to me?” and then…silence. So I thought, well, maybe I heard wrongly. And we walked slowly back to the camp. As I entered the camp, I heard the Spirit speak again. “How did you enjoy the walk?” I thought “It was great to have got up early and spent some time with my son – a little adventure together. It was good to just have been with my son.” And then I heard the Lord speak: “Likewise, my son, likewise.” 

The wilderness need not be a bad place. Indeed, when God is there, it can be great place. God often wants to get our attention, and he can only do so in the wilderness – to spend time with us. May the wilderness be as such for you – a temporary place, a testing place and mostly a transforming place! 

